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Wildfire preparation protects you,
the community and first responders.

Together, we can be prepared for wildfire season. Providing safe, reliable energy is our top priority.
That’s why we work year-round to prepare for wildfires. These extra precautions could result in longer
than usual outage times. For example, our crews will visually inspect lines before restoring power, or
power lines may be temporarily taken out of service to protect firefighters. Working together, we will
be prepared. Here are some things you can do:

* Clear vegetation around your home and throw trash away properly.
* Sign up for local emergency alerts and visit wildlandfirersg.org to create a preparedness plan.

* Visit aps.com/outagecenter or use the APS mobile app to view our outage map,
sign up for text and e-mail alerts, plus find outage preparedness tips.

‘

Downed Power Lines
Stay at least 100 feet away and call 911 first, then APS at (602) 258-5483
L (metro Phoenix) or (800) 253-9408 (other areas).

Please visit aps.com/wildfiresafety for more information. b) aps
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Can Payson avoid Yarnell’s fate?

By Michele Nelson

The town of Yarnell, scene of the 2013 Yarnell Hill Fire, did not prepare for the inferno that swept
in out of the overgrown forest and chaparral.

As aresult, 19 firefighters lost their lives.

127 people lost their homes.

Studies show that if Yarnell residents had cleared brush from abutting structures, cleaned up ladder
fuel, removed duff from roofs, and thinned buffer zones around the community, the fire would have
done much less damage.

And those 19 Granite Mountain Hotshot firefighters might not have died
in thick brush close to the sanctuary of a Firewised ranch, as they attempted to
save Yarnell from itself.

Payson has finally started to learn from that tragic lesson by adopting a
Firewise brush clearing code while considering a wildland-urban interface
(WUI) building code — but is it in time?

The Yarnell Hill Fire study from the Pacific Biodiversity Institute found
63 homes survived the Yarnell Hill Fire simply because the owners Firewised
their property. The rest of the community fell to the flames, as the fire spread
through the overgrown brush and trees from house to house.

If property owners Firewise their property, and harden their structures with
fire-resistant materials, they become partners with firefighters, not a liability.

Payson’s Fuel Mitigation Officer Kevin McCully suggests homeowners
tackle Firewise bit by bit.

“I tell them to start by cleaning up everything next to their home,” he said.

Remove mulch, wood chips, needles or weeds and grass that nestle at the
base of a wall, they serve as kindling to ignite the siding and eaves.

The taller the weeds and brush, the higher the flames and greater the radi-
ant heat.

Corners offer a particular problem because they cut the wind, which caus-
es more direct contact with flames.

Instead of using mulch to fill areas, consider rock and concrete walkways.

Keep any lawn or low-growing non-woody plants — if any — out of the
five-foot zone next to a house.

Remove debris from rain gutters. :

Trim tree branches six feet from the ground. Trim branches away from
roofs.

If the home has any decks, make sure to protect five feet out from the
edge of the deck as well.

Ultimately, remove fuels beneath all the trees, knock back grass and weeds
and space bushes far enough apart so they do not start the house on fire.

That’s exactly what the residents of Yarnell failed to do.

They didn’t have a Firewise ordinance.

They didn’t have WUI building standards, requiring fire-resistant roofs, decks and building materi-
als.

They didn’t insist the state thin the overgrown chaparral on the state lands surrounding the com-
munity, which hadn’t burned in decades.

They didn’t clear the brush and trees from around their homes.

They didn’t develop a clear, practiced evacuation plan.

So when the fire blew up, they had no plan — and no safe space where firefighters could make a
stand against wind-driven, 100-foot-long flames that raced through the tinder-dry forest faster than a
man could run.

The Hotshot fire crew saw the danger to the community, which the residents had ignored for so
long. They tried to make it down off the burned hilltop on which they stood in time to defend the com-
munity.

But they didn’t make it.

That brave, mistaken, tragic decision to try to save the town, cost them their lives.
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This picture of the
Yarnell Hill Fire
advancing on homes
through thick brush
illustrates the need
to clear defensible
spaces around
homes. The fire
killed 19 firefighters
trying to defend the
town, which had no
Flrewise ordinance
and no WUI building
code.



By Peter Aleshire

They carefully planned their evacuation routes.

They nagged people to clear the brush from around homes.

They worried about the drought and nearby fires.

But in the end, they didn’t do enough.

They fatally underestimated the beast — in a terrifying new age of megafires.

So when the Camp Fire cast glowing embers five or seven miles ahead of the flam-
ing front, Paradise, California wasn’t ready. As a result, the town burned to the ground —
and the flames killed 85 people as they fled or tried to ride out the fire in poorly prepared
homes. The Camp Fire ultimately consumed 18,000 structures and 150,000 acres of
drought-dried forest and became the most deadly and expensive fire in California history.
The fire inflicted $17 billion in losses — including $3 billion just to clean up the toxic
debris of the smoldering communities.

But national studies show that Payson, Pine, Show Low, Pinetop and other Arizona
communities face a greater fire danger — and are less prepared — than Paradise.

The headlong tragedy of the Camp Fire and the destruction of Paradise hold deep
lessons for Rim Country, which are detailed in a heart-wrenching, meticulous, 421-page
report National Institutes of Standards and Technology.

The 2018 fire in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada was driven by 50-mile-an-hour
winds through bone-dry fuels in an area with no significant rainfall in the past 200 days.
The fire climbed out of a deep canyon then raced through the overgrown forest. In less
than two hours, embers were setting homes on fire in Paradise 7 miles away.

The embers set 30 major spot fires all over Paradise long before the flaming front
arrived. The embers set fires all along the evacuation routes. Toppling trees and power
poles and sheets of flame trapped people in cars lined up bumper to bumper trying to
escape.

Unfortunately, the Camp Fire was not a freak tragedy — but a terrible lesson in the
danger confronting forested communities throughout the West.

Americans have been racing to build more homes in the wildland-urban interface
(WUI) zone in towns like Payson and Show Low perched on the edge of thick, over-
grown, fire-prone forests. The 44 million homes in the wildland-urban interface houses
one-third of the U.S. population. But communities like Payson and Pine still lack a WUI
building code, enforced Firewise brush-clearing ordinances or defensible evacuation
routes.

The Forest Service now spends $2 billion to $4 billion each year battling wildfires,
but the losses keep growing. The Camp Fire drew in 5,600 firefighters, 900 pieces of
equipment and a small air force. But they still couldn’t save Paradise, Magalia and
Concow. The communities were surrounded by a thick forest that hadn’t burned in
decades or hadn’t been thinned to slow the spread of the flames. Fragmented thinning
projects did protect critical infrastructure, but weren’t extensive enough to save the com-

6

Paradise lot: Beware ﬂle ember storm

Tragedy's Timeline

6:25: Fire reported west
side of the Feather River.

7:00: Fire escapes canyon.

7:23: Embers set homes
on fire in Concow, three miles
from fire start.

7:44: Embers start spot
fires in Paradise, 7 miles from
fire start.

8:30: 30 spot fires burn-
ing in Paradise, some 2 miles
inside town limits.

8:45: Embers had started
two separate fires 2 miles and
4 miles from the fire front.

10:00: Fires burning on
both sides of several evacua-
tion routes, trapping residents.

11:00: 150-foot-long
flames block evacuation
routes.

12:00: Fire entrenched in
canyons on all sides of town.
3 p.m.: Fires burning
throughout town and in the

downtown area.

5 p.m.: Flaming front
reaches Concow, with 50- to
100-foot flame lengths.

2 a.m.: Winds picked up to
50 mph, blowing softball-sized
embers into new areas.

2-6:44 a.m.: Fire consum-
ing hundreds of structures
in Magalia and Concow.
Retreating firefighters have to
drive through flames to reach
safety zones.
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munity in the face of the extreme conditions.

The exhaustive study showed that the town was doomed by
the spot fires set by the ember storm, long before the mile-long
fire front reached the outskirts of the community. Firefighters
emphasized that most of the fires in town were set by embers,
which ignited hundreds of homes, parked vehicles, furniture on
porches, wooden fences
attached to houses, open
porches, unscreened attic
ventilation openings,
bushes against the sides
of houses, piles of pine
needles on roofs and other
hazards. Once embers set
a house on fire, the flames
could readily spread to
close-spaced neighboring
houses. Whole blocks
burned as the fire spread
house to house.

Paradise and Butte
County had been talking
about fire hazards for
years, said the report. They
adopted several programs
to encourage people to Firewise their homes, adopted an ordi-
nance to allow people to remove larger vegetation without a
permit and undertook fuel treatments around schools, the irri-
gation district and other critical infrastructure — which for the

front and killed 85 people.

Order

Anthony/KGO-TV, 17:18

This image from the camera of a fire truck shows a fire swirl caused by the extreme
conditions in Paradise, Calif, where an ember storm set fires seven miles from the fire

most part worked to protect those sites,
The county and town also instituted a reverse 911 system to
automatically call people with emergency alerts, outfitted street-
lights with battery backups, kept streets swept of flammable
debris, planned and practiced evacuation procedures and took
other steps to prepare for the unthinkable.
: But they never
adopted a WUI code
to require fire-harden-
ing of new construc-
tion, didn’t clear trees
and brush along evac-
uation routes, didn’t
mandate Firewise
brush clearing, didn’t
- create safety zones
where people could
shelter in place and

- tragically underesti-
mated the speed with
which the fire would
spread — and the dev-
astation of the ember
storm.

This publication
represents an attempt to apply the lessons of the Camp Fire to
Payson and other Rim communities. The lesson is now clear
— we have to do our part so that when the ember storm comes,
firefighters have a chance to stop the beast.
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Payson embraces Firewise code

Massive California wildfires
have prompted the state to
adopt fire-adapted building
codes.

By Michele Nelson

Payson’s bold embrace of a comprehensive
Firewise code stemmed from years of effort to
educate the public, the persistence of a coun-
cil-appointed Firewise committee, the quiet
efforts of the town’s new fire department fuels
manager Kevin McCully and a new spirit of
council unity.

Council member Chris Higgins after the
meeting noted, “That was something ... 7-0 vote
and not a single negative public comment.”

The town will give property owners lots
of time and help in tackling the most danger-
ous conditions first, without fines or punitive
actions. Only when a property owner repeat-
edly refuses to do anything will the town use
enforcement provisions in the ordinance, said
Fire Chief David Staub. In extreme cases, the
new ordinance allows the town to do critical
cleanup work and then place a lien against the
property to recover its costs.

Studies have shown that even from a mile

away a big wildfire can rain huge, glowing embers down on a town. A Firewise code helps
keep the ember storm from setting several houses on fire at once and then spreading the flames
from one house to the next.

The fire department continues to work on the second major change needed to reduce the
odds of a town-destroying wildfire — a wildland-urban interface (WUTI) building code. This

“Our kope is to raise
awareness of the risk
we live in and teach

pe({}ple to live with

wildfire in a healthy

- way.

Payson Fire Chief
David Staub

would require the use of fire-resistant materials for roofs and siding and
fire-adapted building design features on new construction. Studies show the
combination of a Firewise brush-clearing code and a WUI building code can
help protect a community from a major wildfire.

Observers cited the council’s support for hiring McCully as a turning
point, as well as placing councilors Jim Ferris and Suzy Tubbs-Avakian on the
Firewise committee. They worked with volunteer community members over
the last two years to craft a code unique to Payson.

The adopted Firewise code addresses the vegetation on any town proper-
ty, including land owned by the town.

Decades of research show if a property owner removes the ladder fuels
from under trees and clears brush from around the base of the home, the
building will have a far better chance of surviving a wildfire.

McCully said if he receives a complaint about a dangerously overgrown
property, he first sends a letter to the property owner, which usually gets
“good results.”

He has more tricks in his bag to escalate the requests for compliance,
which he will use “until you get to the point the person is ignoring you.”

Only then will McCully raise the possibility of the town invoking the

power in the ordinance to clean up the lot and put a lien against the property to cover the cost.

Staub noted, “Our hope is to raise awareness of the risk we live in and teach people to live
with wildfire in a healthy way.”

Elsa Romanowitz supported the new ordinance. “As a community, we will pay sooner or
later. I received a call from one friend whose insurance went up $800 because of wildfire.”

Joe Miller, through his work with Trout Unlimited and the Four Forest Restoration
Initiative, reminded the council that living responsibly within the forest “is critical to our way of

life.”

Dave Golembewski reminded everyone why the Firewise ordinance really matters.
“Remember, there is no constitutional right to put your neighbor in danger,” he said.
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v FireWise Your
“ Sign up for Alerts
v Be Prepared

‘I' he recent Backbone Fire is just the latest example of

agencies united and pulling together to protect life
and property: Gila County Government, USDA na-
tional forest firefighters from throughout the southwest;
state agencies such as ADOT; local, county and state law
enforcement coordinated and working together - local fire
districts, and town government. All working together for our
common safety and common good. Fire, evacuation and the
8 NG increased danger of flooding are scary, but we must keep a
SIGN UP FOR [ positive thought and a prayerful attitude, try to remain calm
NOTIFICATIONS and confident that our communities, property, and Rim
powered by Country that we love will make it through these emergen-
everbridge [~ cies. Trust in the process, and in our professional firefighters
and first responders who train constantly for this - and who
dedicate their life’s work to protecting us. As the smoke
clears let's show compassion to those who are displaced,
have lost, and are hurting. I'm sorry to say the reality is that
this will not be our last fire or emergency, and we must
remain resolute in our courage to face the next one - and
prepare, as residents and homeowners, to be more ready
in our own way by FireWising our homes and property
and signing up for emergency alerts. | also urge you to
volunteer on your own local level -- donate to your fire
district - get involved with local initiatives such as the Pine
Strawberry Fuel Reduction Committee, or Tonto Rim Search
and Rescue. As the Rim Country's Gila County Supervisor for
District 1, | am proud to support these and other efforts to
prepare and protect this land that we love, our communities
and home within the Tonto National Forest.

. ;_ ) ~ Gila County Supervisor Steve Christensen, District 1

Text, Phone & Email Alerts for Local Emergencies

Gila County offers a free service that could save your life - sign up today for text, phone or email emergency alerts that are local
and specific real-time warnings about hazards and emergencies, specific to the local area where you live or work. Choose a combina-
tion of voice, email, or text message - sign up online at readygila.com

Fire, monsoon flooding, power outages and air quality: readygila.com has information about these and more; plus emergency
preparedness checklists, safety plans for infants and toddlers (seniors, too -- and pets); connections to getinvolved in your community
-and links to other resources.

Explore readygila.com, and find more public health emergency preparedness pages under ‘Health Services' at gilacountyaz.gov

For daily updates, seasonal safety suggestions and more, like and follow:
facebook.com/gilacohealthem twitter.com/GilaCo_Health instagram.com/gilacohealthem
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Grants help owners clear brush

By Michele Nelson

The Payson Fire
Department can help
with all that pesky brush
through a Firewise grant,
but residents must apply
by May 24.

The Wildfire
Hazardous Fuels grant
will reimburse residents
up to 90% of the cost to
Firewise their property, if
approved.

While the Arizona
Department of Forestry
and Fire Management
administers the grant,
PFED collects the
information from
residents.

To apply, contact
Fuels Manager Kevin
McCully through an
email to kmecully@
paysonaz.gov.

Include the property
owner’s name, contact
information, address,
parcel number and
number of acres needing
treatment.

There are
requirements to qualify:

* Only those owners
who have not used
this grant in the past to
Firewise their property
may apply.

* The owner must
pay for the work up front.
Once complete, they will
reimburse the owner for
90% of the cost.

* The grant will only
cover Firewise work,
not the purchase of
equipment,

* The grant will not
cover any work done
before the award of the
grant.

If you have brush like the top photo, apply for a Firewise grant through
the Payson Fire Department by May 24. The Firewise grant can
reimburse up to 90% of the cost to clean up and Firewise property to
look like this after picture of the East Gully.

Photos by Kevin McCully
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Tour a Firewised neighborhood

By Michele Nelson weeds and grasses grow right up to the sides of some houses.
" . . Bushes choke yards.
Commti bt e Al ko o T e o overeled s i
& Doaed me il Y ean quickly take any: But the two fire professionals don’t want to scare residents
one to Payson neighborhoods ha

that illustrate the difference R
between a well-prepared, sur-
vivable neighborhood and a
potential death trap.

Some older neighbor-
hoods have narrow streets on
which one car can barely pass
another.

The two firefighters have
seen dangerous traffic snarls
during evacuations. Not only
does that prevent residents
from escaping, but it prevents

S of these neighborhoods. Instead,

: ST B they seek to reassure them by tell-
ing homeowners they “don’t have
to clear cut.”

“We want them to remove lad-
der fuels and prioritize (Firewise),”
said MacKay.

As an example, MacKay and
McCully went to one of the newer
neighborhoods behind Home
Depot. The houses use mostly
non-flammable landscaping mate-
rial such as rocks and local plants,

e Weeds are not present.

fire trucks from moving into

the neighborhood to pr%tect - Bushes and trees have plenty

homes until the evacuation This Firewised home in Payson counters the concern that of space between them. )

is done — which is often top  Protecting a home from fires will create a “moonscape.” T{ee branches are trimmed at

late to save the homes least six feet off the ground.
Moreover, in poorly prepared neighborhoods, homeown- The streets were built to accommodate both cars and fire

trucks. MacKay and McCully realize it is a one property at a
ers have allowed trees to droop over roofs and streets. Leaves, time proposition to prepare Payson for the next wildfire,
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Payson ponders building code

By Michele Nelson

Sidney Morel, a retired fire chief and fire marshal from the
San Diego area, has seen wildfire do astonishing things.

“February 10, 2003 — 47 homes burned in 45 minutes,”
he said of the Cedar Fire. Ultimately, more than 2,000 homes
burned to a pile of ash.

By the time the 2007 Witch Creek Fire started, numerous
San Diego communities had adopted stringent wildland-urban
interface (WUI) building codes and enforced Firewise land-
scaping.

A friend of Morel’s benefited from the changes. He lived
in a shelter-in-place community and safely stayed home with
his three pets during the
Witch Creek Fire. They all
survived without a scratch.
The only home to burn
in his community was a
remodel — the wood left
outside caught on fire.

Now Morel lives in
Rim Country and writes
fire protection plans.
Despite numerous devas-
tating wildfires in Arizona,
little has changed when it
comes to WUI building
codes.

WUI codes have
been on the Payson Town
Council agenda for the
past 10 years, but the
council has adopted only
a few minor provisions.
There is no brush pickup
in Payson like the unin-
corporated communities of
Pine and East Verde Estates.

After the Oakland Hills and Laguna Beach fires burned
multi-million dollar homes in densely populated areas in the
early 1990s, California passed further building codes requiring
all new homes to have siding and roofing that can withstand
burning for at least an hour,

“You have to have paper-backed insulation between the
joist and roof or siding,” said Morel. Attic vents must have
screens small enough to withstand embers.

“If an ember hits a screen a quarter inch or larger, it burns
down to the size of a matchstick and gets through to set the attic
on fire,” said Morel.

The vents must also have clips to withstand the winds that
accompany wildland fires. Windows must have tinted tripled
panes.

Deck materials must withstand fires.

“Every new building has sprinklers ... you want to talk
about pushback from the building industry,” said Morel.

Yet, he made it clear the codes do not require a homeowner

as they fled.

Paradise, California, did not have a WUI building code. This made it possible for the
ember storm from a wildfire more than four miles away to set houses on fire all over
town long before the flaming front reached the community. Moreover, the ember storm
set fire to closely set trees and power poles along evacuation routes, blocking residents

to upgrade an older home.

“The big fear when you start talking about WUI codes is
retrofitting,” he said. “It’s only for new construction,”

Over the years, Morel has watched the evolution of
California’s preparations for fire carefully, noting the ordinances
and laws that helped neighbors enforce codes against neighbors.

“One of the biggest issues, I do everything right for wild-
fire protection and then embers from my neighbor start my
house on fire,” he said.

Neighbor apathy concerns Morel when people start to talk
about shelter-in-place. “Here’s the key: How do I get my neigh-
bor to comply?” he said.

Homeowners
associations, town
ordinances and edu-
cation help. Morel
preferred working
with cities, because
the building inspec-
tor could hold resi-
dents responsible.

“But the most
effective pressure
on people came
from insurance
companies.

As homeowner
insurance claims
due to natural disas-
ters increased, the
industry created the
Insurance Institute
for Business &
Home Safety
(IBHS). The IBHS
controlled envi-
ronments to re-create natural disasters, such as wildfires and
hurricanes. IBHS then built homes and watched how materials
performed.

Morel has participated in the controlled experiments that
build a home then subject it to the ember storms created by
wildfires. (https://disastersafety.org/)

These controlled experiments have shown that adding
fire protection in the valley of roofs staves off spot fires in the
leaves and pine needles that collect in those low spots.

“We know that is where debris is held and embers will
land,” said Morel. “We require protection ... you have to have a
class 8 roof ... for those houses built after 2003.”

Building according to WUI code and landscaping to
Firewise standards lowers insurance rates. Morel had insurance
agents meet him at homes to determine if it had “wildland fire
survivability.”

But it’s also the small things that can make a huge differ-
ence when a wildfire races through a community. “Put your
trash cans in the garage,” said Morel. “We know it’s these little
things that burn the house down.”

FIREWISE 2021



Close Enough To
Get Away From It All!

A 4, , Mazatzal f}

Rewards

ﬁl\/\azatzal

800-777-PLAY(7529) | PAYSON, AZ | MAZATZALCASINO. COM Habel & it

ALL PROMOTIONS/EVE ALL RIGHTS. SEE PLAYERS CLUB FOR DETAIL

FIREWISE 2021




Experts help residents assess risk

By Michele Nelson

Big name. Bigger impact.

The Fire Adaptive Community
Committee has moved mountains of
bureaucracy — and brush — to make
Payson safe.

And they’re still hacking away
at conditions that studies show
make Payson more vulnerable to
a catastrophic wildfire than was
Paradise, California — before it
mostly burned the ground, killing
85 residents,

The committee’s mission is
to assist the Town of Payson Fire
Department adapt Payson to living
within the wildland-urban interface.

The group already has a large
feather in its cap — the passage of a
Firewise ordinance by the Payson
Town Council.

Now, the committee also has
trained volunteers to do a Firewise
risk assessment for homeowners
— highlighting vulnerable areas.
Homeowners can call the Payson
Fire Department to get a free
assessment of their property.

Firewise focuses on the land-
scaping and downed duff around
a home to control fires during an
ember storm.

For years, the FACC worked
and re-worked an ordinance that
empowers the town to hold property
owners accountable for clearing
and cleaning up their yards. Now,
the committee’s working on a WUI
building code.

FACC works closely with
Kevin McCully, the fuels manager
for the PFD. He prefers to use the
carrot of education rather than the
stick of enforcement.

“Most of the problems come
from out-of-town property owners,”
he said. .
The FACC is always looking for more volunteers. The committee has set
up several committees to tackle the problem. Committees include public educa-
tion and outreach, helping people with health, financial or physical limitations
clear their property and risk assessment.

“The FACC has many other volunteer opportunities depending on your
giftedness and time availability,” said FACC member Shirley Dye.

Please call Dye at 928-951-6774, or the Payson Fire Department at 928-
474-5242, for more information.

Photos oouhesy Kevin McCully, Pan Fire

These pictures show the
transformation in a Payson
home following a thinning
project to a Firewise
standard. The treatment
removed the thickets of
brush but left even the small
trees standing. Studies
show that such thinning
projects reduce the odds
the house will burn in an
ember storm by about 82%.
To get a free assessment
of your home's risk, call the
Payson Fire Department,
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Getting rid of all that brush

By Michele Nelson

So now you’ve got all that brush from cleaning up and
Firewising the yard.

Where will you get rid of it?

Rim Country has thought of this need and created two
brush pits, one near Star Valley and the other closer to Pine.
Volunteers run the pits, which only open on the weekends
during the summer.

The brush pits only accept green vegetation waste, That
includes all forms of brush, pine needles, cones, leaves and
tree branches. Pits will not accept tree trunks over 6 inches in
diameter or tree root balls.

The brush pits do not allow household garbage or con-
struction materials such as wood or metal, dimensional lum-
ber, plywood products, roofing materials, etc. Nothing with
nails will be accepted. If any leaves or needles are in plastic
bags, they must be emptied and plastic bags taken home.

Near Star Valley, the Blattner Brush Pit is about eight
miles east of the Highway 87 and Highway 260 intersection
in Payson.

The turn off to the Blattner Pit is on the south side of
Highway 260 at milepost 259.7. It is Jjust west of the “Elk
Crossing” location with all the flashing lights and signs.

FIREWISE 2021

Keith Morris
Gila County operates a brush pit to dispose of biomass created by clearing brush from around homes to reduce the chance they'll burn

in the ember storm of a wildfire. Studies show that clearing brush around and between homes can dramatically reduce the damage from
embers, which can rain down four miles from the actual fire.

Once on the dirt road south of Highway 260, stay right for
approximately .5 miles.

Blattner Pit opened on Saturday, April 10.

Hours are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

There are a few weekends that Blattner Pit will not open.

MAY 29th WEEKEND

JULY 4th WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 11th WEEKEND

Blattner Pit will close for the season on Oct. 30, 2021

For more information please see the Blattner Pit website
at https://mvppofaz.org/

The Pine Brush Pit serves the communities of Pine
Strawberry. The Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction Committee
funds, staffs and maintains the Pine Brush pit.

The pit is open Sundays from 8 am to 4 pm, from March
through November every year, weather permitting.

The Pine Brush Pit is located on the Control Road — east
off Highway 87 at milepost 268 then 2o east for 3/4 miles.
Turn south at the sign and go approximately .1 miles to the
pit.

For more information go to the Pine Strawberry Fuel
Reduction Committee website at https://psfuelreduction.org/
programs/pine-brush-pit/



East Verde Estates focused on safety

Community lands grant to
continue Firewise efforts

By Peter Aleshire

East Verde Estates residents are on the ball when it comes
to being Firewise, but there’s still a lot of work to do.

The East Verde Park (EVP) community faces a great risk
from wildfires approaching from the west out Crackerjack
Road.

A powerline cut just to the west of the community’s back
entrance became seriously overgrown, but APS just completed
a thorough treatment of the area, thus creating a fire barrier
between the forest and EVP.

However, the unincorporated community has a small prop-
erty tax assessment and a fire district, which has focused on
Firewising homes. The community contracts with Payson Fire
for fire protection — but also pays for two brush pickups annu-
ally. That decision has spurred homeowners to Firewise their
homes and removed tons of brush from the community every
year.

The community recently learned that it had also landed a
$90,000 grant to further its Firewising efforts.

The brush pickup program makes all the difference say
homeowners. Many can thin brush on their properties or hire
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someone to do it — but hauling the piles of brush to the burn
pits makes it hard for most to keep on top of the problem. But
now people time their thinning efforts to the twice-annual brush
pickup.

The community also lobbies the Forest Service and Arizona
Public Service to undertake thinning projects on the edges of
the community. APS has now cleared what amounts to a com-
munity firebreak along its transmission lines on the edge of the
community.

Meanwhile, the Forest Service has in recent years cleared
breaks on the ridgelines overlooking the community as well
as along Crackerjack Road. The thinning projects prevent an
approaching fire from jumping from treetop to treetop — forcing
it to drop to the ground where firefighters can stop it before it
reaches the roughly 300 homes in the community.

Meanwhile, the ongoing efforts to clear brush in the com-
munity driven by the free, twice-annual pickups will help pre-
vent embers from starting fires within the community — which
could then spread rapidly from house to house without the
ongoing, homeowner thinning.

Meanwhile, the activities of both the fire board and a vol-
unteer Firewise committee ensure residents remain aware of the
need to thin brush, check gutters and remove hazards on their
properties, clean gutters and create a defensible space.

Unfortunately, few of the other incorporated or unincorpo-
rated communities in Rim Country offer free brush pickups.
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Focus on fire-safe commumtles

The cloud of 2020’s pandemic precautions and Covid-
cancellations did have at least one local silver lining: Gila County
Cooperative Extension kept on teaching and archived a trove of
content online over the past 15 months. County Extension Agent
Chris Jones hosted a weekly series of gardening, horticulture and
environmental awareness webinars — including topics below that
are particularly relevant now, in the aftermath of the Backbone
and Telegraph fires. They’re all archived and viewable at your
convenience at extension.arizona.edu/garden-country-exten-
sion-webinar-series.

Social media offers a great way to connect with Cooperative
Extension, too. For invites, updates (even helpful tips on parent-
ing and personal finance), like and follow facebook.com/gilaex-
tension

Firewise webinar topics include: . . — ,
These images from a Gila County Cooperative Extension
Ready, Set, Go! — Fire Preparedness (May 2020). The webinar available online show some of the ways embers from

Ready, Set, Go! Program provides information for residents and @ distant wildfire can claim a ho‘gne ) ifrlmluding unscreened
; . vents and debris against a wall (top), flammable material on
propecty s o o ey can el b preprednhe ) ot i o o 5o
i ! : against the house (bottom).
wildfire threat and describes more about the wildland-urban
interface (WUI), an area which is not only limited to forest veg-
etation.

Wildfire Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery:
An Emergency Management Perspective (October 2020). Over
the past five years, Gila County has faced record-breaking wild-
fire activity. Gila County Emergency Manager Carl Melford dis-
cusses how a network of safety partners deals with the challenges
that come with wildfire season.

When the Smoke Clears — The Road to Recovery Following
Large-Scale Wildfire (July 2020). Carol Ekarius explains first
steps toward recovery, such as anticipating flood conditions and
debris flows, working collaboratively on response by forming a
recovery committee, figuring out how to pay for it, and thinking
about long-term recovery.

Woodbury Fire Ecology Report (November 2020). USDA
Forest Service Fire Ecologist Dr. Mary Lata discusses her fire
ecology report and the impacts and implications the Woodbury
Fire has for local land management. Among the largest wildfires
in Arizona history, there are lessons learned and key management
options to pursue. According to Dr. Lata, “Many of the undesir-
able fire effects that did occur, did so not because of decisions
made in the last few months, or even years, but because of the
culmination of human impacts over the last century or so. The
Tonto National Forest will need to make some difficult decisions
on how to manage the Sonoran Desert in years such as this one
when the desert is functionally a grass/shrub system in which fire
is frequent rather than a desert ecosystem in which fire is rare.”

Payson’s New Fire Adapted Community Town
Code (September 2020). The newly adopted code addresses the
vegetation on all properties within town limits, including land
owned by the town. Payson’s Fuel Manager Kevin McCully dis-
cusses what the code entails and how residents can participate.

FIREWISE 2021
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Emergency preparedness:
The first 72 hours are on you

By Gila County Supervisor Steve Christensen

Ferocious fires recently closed the Beeline
Highway and State Route 260, reminding many of
us of the value of an evacuation plan.

Do you have an evacuation plan? What will
you do if basic services such as water, gas, electric-

SIGN UP FOR
NOTIFICATIONS
powered by

Aeverbridge

ity or phones stop working? What would you do if
stranded in your vehicle, no cell service to call for
help — and local responders unable to help right away?

Your Checklist

Get started today with this
short checklist:
- Did | put the home
emergency supply kit together
in appropriate carrying bags/
containers?
» Did | put an emergency
supply kit in each family
vehicle?
- Are the kits properly located
and stored for easy access?
+ Are the kits complete enough
for the whole family and all
special needs individuals?
* Do | know where to get all
the materials | need for the
kits?
* If I have done all of the
above, have | rotated the
contents of my kit in the last
six months?

until help arrives.

Unfortunately, emergencies often
occur without warning, allowing little
or no time for you and your family to
plan and stay safe.

Gila County Office of Public
Health Emergency Preparedness
encourages Rim Country residents to
take the initiative and plan ahead and
prepare emergency kits for your home,
pets and vehicles. Preparation will sig-
nificantly reduce discomfort should a
widespread disaster occur.

The first 72 hours afier a disaster
are critical.

Electricity, gas, water and tele-
phones may not be working, In addi-
tion, your local first responders may
not be able to reach you immediately
during a serious crisis. Each person
should be prepared to be self-sufficient
— able to live without running water,
electricity and/or gas, and phones — for
at least three days following a disaster.
And it may be up to you to take care
of your family, friends, and neighbors

Keep the following on hand and ready to stay or go in backpacks or
duffel bags stored in air tight containers. Periodically rotate the following
supplies to keep them fresh:

* Non-perishable food (three-day  Hand sanitizer

supply per person) * Toilet paper, etc.
* Clothing * Family documents
* Water * Medications

¢ First-aid kit
e Flashlight
» Radio

» Cash

* Supplies for infants

* Flashlight, first-aid kit, and an
* Extra batteries emergency blanket in each

* One blanket per person vehicle

Whether you decide to stay put in an emergency or evacuate to a safer
location, you will also need to plan for your pets. Basic supplies include
non-perishable food and pet tags with your phone number.

18

#ReadySetGoAz

The ember storm from the Paradise Fire set the forest
on fire along escape routes, trapping residents. Here a
firefighter snaps a picture of the flames that block the
evacuation route.
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BLATTNER
Brush Pit

Please help protect our communities and wonderfi I
part to clean up and firewise your properties

g4 Payson Fire Dept and the Blattner Brush Pit are here to help Payson
residents and surrounding communities! :

L4 The Blattner Brush Pit is a free service to the Payson and
surroundmg commumtles. We are a501c3 non . Orga
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1. Wood Roof '
2. Roof Openings

3. Roof Debris 9. Siding

4. Skylights 10. Woodpiles

5. Spark Arrester 11. Patio Furniture
6. Windows 12. Deck Boards

7. Vents 13. Deck Debris

8. Rain Gutters 14. Deck Accessories

15. Under Deck
16. Flowerboxes
17. Eaves

18. Flowerbeds

19. Vehicles

20. Garage Door
21. Garbage Cans
22. Wooden fences

llustrations courtesy University of Arizona Cooperative Extension and Califoria College of Agriculture, Biotechnology
and Natural Resources Wildfire Home Retrofit Guide.

Start now to prepare for embers

By Peter Aleshire

Get ready now.

Because by the time the ember storm hits, you won’t
have time.

That’s the message that emerged from a sobering webi-
nar on preparing your home for a wildfire, put on by the
University of Arizona Cooperative Extension.

“It’s going to swirl up and go into eddies in the lee side
of your building and create piles of embers,” said moderator
Chris Jones of the ember storm created by even the close
approach of a wildfire. “That’s where they can start a small
fire and the fire gets bigger and they’re able to destroy the
home.”

A megafire can throw softball sized embers up to a mile
ahead of the fire line. Mostly the embers rain down as small
chunks of glowing wood — or flurries of sparks.

Mostly, the webinar focused on steps homeowners can

20

Keep roofs clear of vegetative
debris and Install metal flashing
at roof-to-wall intersections.
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METAL ROOF

FHI this space with a
noncombustible material,
such as a mineral wool
Insulation product

ClassBorC
fire-rated
roof covering

take to protect their homes from such an ember storm — both
long before the fire starts and as the flames approach.

“A hot fire can loft material up — much larger pieces of
material that are burning. It can carry these materials a mile
away — certainly a quarter of a mile,” said Jones. “It is the most
common way that houses catch on fire during wildfires — from
the embers rather than a flaming front from a burning forest.”

Such an ember storm can easily set several homes on fire
at once, quickly overwhelming fire departments. Flames can
spread readily to neighboring houses.

Preparing for that ember storm can not only save your
home, it can save the whole block. Unfortunately, you still face

BEFORE

AFTER

Bob Lee & Sons

TREE SERVICE

Certified Firewise Assessors

Fully insured to protect
you and your environment.

Residential & Commercial
Availability.

Dale Lee, Owner

(928) 474-4220
(928) 978-1282
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CLASS A “BY ASSEMBLY” FIRE-RATED ROOF COVERING

Roof sheathing

Install and maintain non-
combustible gutter cover
to prevent leaves from
accumulating.

Additional
fire-resistant layer

potential disaster if a neighbor hasn’t taken those precautions or
left thickets of brush against the house and between homes.

Cities and counties can reduce this risk by adopting
Firewise codes, which require homeowners to keep dangerous
concentrations of brush cleared — protecting both their own
home and the neighborhood.

Ultimately, protection from an approaching ember storm
requires cities and counties to embrace fire-adapted building
codes. These codes don’t add much to the cost of a new home,
but do incorporate protective designs for things like porches,
attics, roofs, building materials and other weak points when the
ember storm hits.

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!! 3

TURQUOISE
COWBOY

¥

We offer Custom knives (by Blue Mountain Turquoise),
Native American Jewelry, Black Hills Gold, Montana Silversmith Jewelry,
A wide selection of Western and wild life art, as well as unique gift items.

Two doors down [romi the Butcher Hook restaurant
Hwy 188, Mile Marker 259
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553

928-451-2413
Open Wednesday-Sunday Noon:10:6:30 pm.
Danny and Marva Riceitelli
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IS PROUD OF OUR
FIREFIGHTERS & FIRST
RESPONDERS - THANK

YOU FOR ALL YOU DO TO
KEEP OUR CITIZENS SAFE




Survival Checklist:

Get rid of wood shingles. Metal and tile are fire
resistant - so are composite asphalt shingles also
resist heat and fire effectively.

Plug all roof openings - like ventilation into attic
spaces or nooks and crannies under the eaves.
Anyplace a bird might nest.

Replace plastic skylights with tempered double
pain glass.

Cover all exterior vents - including drier vents.
Use quarter-inch, corrosion-resistant materials -
vents or wire mesh.

Use caulk to plug gaps in siding where embers
could lodge.

Move woodpiles at least 30 feet from the house.

Replace thin wood decks in poor condition

with thicker, high-density hardwoods or plastic
composites. Use skirting to keep embers from
landing under the porch. Put metal flashing
between the deck and the house so embers that
pile up in corners won't ignite the house.

If a fire is approaching, move patio chairs with
flammable cushions, propane tanks, door mats
inside or at least 30 feet from the house.

Remove window flower boxes, which can catch
embers. Keep flower beds at least five feet from
the house and use non-combustible mulch.

Enclose open eaves with plywood.

Close openings under the garage door and keep
door closed.

Roll up car windows if a fire threatens and make
sure they're parked either in a closed, covered
garage or at lest 30 feet from the house.

Replace plastic garbage cans with metal cans
with tight-fitting lids.

Replace wooden fences that connect to the
house. Keep at least a five foot, non-flammable
gap between the fence and the house and
remove flammable debris or leaves from the
base of the fence.

Regularly clean out gutters and portions of the

roof where leaves or pine needles can collect.
Cut tree branches that overhang house.

24

Enclose underside of roof rafters and cover attic ventilation openings with non
combustible material - like a fine metal mesh.

OPEN EAVE

SOFFITED EAVE

Separate wooden fence from house with
fire proof metal fence. Keep base of fence
and house free from debris and flammable

Clear debris around sky-
lights, close before leaving
and replace plastic with
glass.

plants.

DUAL-PANE WINDOW |f pOSSiblB, use

T combustion
e resistant siding

Dpal pane material. Make
windows L sure you have a
won't e six inch concrete
crack . . foundation at
OpPeN  exposue ground level and
as easily — place something
in the heat, a like grave ground
allowing cover at the <%
embers to base of thewall.
enter the Piame
house.
Fire hard-
en your Siding
porch
with metal
flashing
against the (R
house, fire T
resistant
deck and
skirting or
fire proof
base and
underside.

Metal flashing
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57510 AZ-188, PAYSON, AZ « (928) 474-4675

OPEN FROM 6 A.M. TO 8 P.M. SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

GHRISTIAN BROTHERS LANDSCAPING
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We’re There For You

Did you know that
the smoke damage from
the wildfire to your
home and business is
covered by your insur-
ance policy? Your house
doesn’t have to burn to
be a covered claim.

How Can We Help You?

We can get you the maximum ]ustlﬁable settlement,
saving you from the pressures of preparing and negoti-
ating a claim with your insurance company.

Here at O"Toole Company, we strive to get fair service
for you. In the event there is no recovery, there is no fee.
Our fee is based on a percentage of the recovery, the
higher the recovery for you, the more we earn, which is
the incentive for the public adjuster to maximize your

legitimate recoverable loss.

We work
only for
YOUR
interest!

When you need to
Balance the Scales

|
j

L ]

{

Established 1946

Public Insurance Adjusters:

Licensed Public Adjusters are not controlled by the in-
surance carriers. We work exclusively for you, the home
or commercial property owner.

James E. O’Toole Co., Inc.
We are a Public Insurance Adjuster
Office: (480) 488-8595 o Fax: (480) 488-8599
Nationwide: (800) 541-2888 e Jim@]Jfotoole.com
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(et ready with defensible space

Reduce the chance that the ember storm will set your house
on fire by creating three zones of defensible space around
the home. Also, ensure firefighters can defend your home by
ensuring address numbers are clearly visible, clearing brush
from any access road more than 150 feet long and clearing any
obstructions like tree limbs over the road to at least 13.6 feet.

Zone 1 (within five feet of the house):

W Clean roofs, gutters of dead leaves, pine
needles.
Repair lose or missing roof shingles or tiles.
Install 1/8 inch metal mesh on all vents.
Ensure you have a property chimney cap.
Trim branches at least 10 feet from roof and
chimney.
Clear anything flammable.
Move firewood piles outside zone.
Remove anything flammable under decks,
porches.
Use non-wood, low growing shrubs,
succulents or other fire-resistant plants.

Zone 2 (5-20 feet from house and property line):
B Clear vegetation 10 feet from propane tanks.

26

Mow grasses to four inches or less.

Remove leaf litter and debris.

Remove ladder fuels from beneath trees.
Prune tree branches within six feet of the
ground.

For trees lower than 18 feet, trim to one-third
the height above ground.

Space trees 10 feet between crowns (40 trees
per half acre).

Cluster trees to create space between clusters.
Move trailers, cars, RVs, flammable structures
outside the zone.

Zone 3 (30-200 feet from house and property line):

Remove deep layers or piles of leaf litter.
Mow grasses to less than 4 inches.

Remove dead plants and trees.

Remove small conifers growing between
larger trees.

Remove vegetation from around sheds and
structures.

Ensure trees have separation between canopy
tops.
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ArizonaCareHospice

A\

CARE.
I | e KERI EGBERT
D[RECTOR QF COMMUN”Y OUTREACH

THE BEST IN HOSPICE CARE
SERVING PAYSON & SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Arizona Care Hospice provides hospice care 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
throughout Payson and surrounding areas. We are a team of dedicated
professionals using a holistic approach to support patients, loved ones,

and caregivers through the end-of-life experience and beyond.

Compassionate medical Skilled nurses ’ Social workers Chaplains meet One-on-one grief
care and pain available 24 hours a assisting patients and patients and families counseling, support
management for day, 7 days a week families in coping with where they are on their groups, and workshops
patients and families serious illness spiritual journey

CALL US VISIT US ONLINE JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

928.535.5353 ARIZONACAREHOSPICE.COM FB.COM/AZCAREHOSPICE
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What to do beforeflames arrive

portable radio or scanner.
B Assemble pet Go Kit with food, meds,
water, vaccination records.

W Sign up for Everbridge: 4 | W Show everyone electrical and gas shutoffs.
readygila.com/everbridge. 7; Q@f?’j B Assemble Go Kit in home and vehicle,

B Create defensible space. &“ﬂ including emergency contact numbers,

B Create and rehearse household Q}«é . %

action plan, including
communications, evacuation and

-

plan for the pets and animals. B Appoint out of area friend as contact
B Designate emergency meeting location in person for the whole family.

another area. B Contact Gila County at 928-404-8888 for
W Plan alternative evacuation routes. large-animal evacuations or visit
B Buy and practice use of fire extinguishers www.gilacountyaz.gov.

What’s in the Go Kit:

W Three gallons of water/
person, three days
nonperishable food.

W First aid kit, toilet paper,
baby wipes.

W Flashlight, batteries,
radio.

W Extra car keys, credit
cards, cash and meds.

W Extra eyeglasses,
contacts, prescriptions.

® Contact numbers, key
documents, insurance

information.
B Evacuation route maps. 2 S — o it Th st
ohn and Dana Haggart prepare a Go Kit. The couple neede
B Portable valuables, only minutes to leave the house once authorities initiated an
irreplaceable items. evacuation order.

W Keep old shoes, flashlight
handy for evacuation at

night.
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FIREWISE BY FIREMEN

Expenenced Firemen with commercial

equipment to get it done right.
 Bark beetle tree removal
e Mistletoe tree removal
e [ lazard trees
We can process trees mto firewood
and lumber products.
Do more with your wood

No job too big no job too small.

Paysonfirewood@yahoo.com
and facebook

928-951-3967
Rim Country WoodWorx

Curious

about your community?
Subscribe to the Payson Roundup <

098474551 ext 108

Rim Country’s news source for more than 80 years.

FIREWISE 2021

Home made Pies - Cinnamon Rolls |
Biscuits And Gravy Fresh Daily!! !

Restaurant

928 479-2711  928-479- 2712
Butcher'Hook, Tonto Basin, AZ
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Set: Preparations to evacuate

Your “set” checklist:

B Monitor weather, fire
conditions.

B Alert household and
neighbors.

B Dress in cotton clothes, work

boots, with goggles, bandana

or particle mask handy.

Check Go Kit, keep it handy.

Remain close to home, fed

and hydrated.

B Close all windows and doors.

B Remove shades and curtains,
leave blinds open — but close
metal blinds.

B Move furniture away from
windows.

B Turn off pilot lights and air
conditioning.

B Leave lights on.

H Move outside flammable
items away from house
(i.e., patio furniture).

B Turn off propane tanks and
gas at the meter.

B Don’t leave sprinklers or
water running,

B Leave exterior lights on.

B Back car into driveway and
roll up windows for quick
departure.

W If possible, cover attic vents
with plywood.

W Patrol property to extinguish
small fires until you have to
leave.

B [f you haven’t done it already,
sign up for Everbridge, Gila
County’s Emergency System,
928-402-8811.
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~ Gila County Cooperative Extension

The mission of Arizowa Cooperative Extension is to engagye people
through applied research and education to improve Lives, famdtlies,
communities and the enviromment tin Arizona and beyond.

\We pm\/ide educational PIOGrams in Gila Cownty:

* Hovee Horticulture & Pests * Youth Leadership § * Finawncial Bducation
* Master Gardener Programs Pevelopment * Forest Health/Fire Wise
* Environment § " AQ Awareness § Literacy * Parenting, Nutrition §
Sustatnability - Anbmal Science Literacy Programs
* 4-H Clubs * Range Management/ " Bevelopmental Sensory
Monitoring Sereening

Range Forest Health
Mownitoring and
Animal Science Environmental
Sustainabilit
and Hortleuwlture
4-H Youth
DeveLopmcwt

Federaytgd Family Health
W:;fiog'f:bze : and Consumer
L xtenwsion Sclences

Progravs

Cooperative Extension is ln more than 100 colleges and wuniversities that comprise the nation’s
Land-Grant University system. n addition, it has an. offree in or near most of the nation’s
approximately 3,000 counties.

For more nformation about Gila County) Cooperative Extensiown, please call (92€) 474-41¢0.
lssued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May € and June 20, 1914, in cooperation with the LS.
bepartment of Agriculture, Ed Martin, Interim Divector of Cooperative Extension, College of Agriculture Life Sciences,

The University of Arizona. The University of Arizona is an equal opportunity, affurmative action institution. The

University does not discriminate on the basis of race, coloy; religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status,
sexunl orientation, gender tdentity, or genetic information in its progravas and activities.
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Go: Don’t hesitate - don’t forget

Your “go” checklist:

B Leave early — don’t wait for order,
B Don’t hesitate once you get the order.
B Go to a planned location outside evacuation
area.
B Have several routes to safe area.
B Take your Go Kit.
B Remember the 8 “P’s”
o People and pets
Pictures and photo albums
PCs
Papers
Prescriptions
Plastics (credit cards)
Personal electronic devices
Chargers
Passports and IDs

O 00000 O0oO0

The Paradise Fire created an ember storm that set parked cars on fire, trapping
people who waited too long to evacuate.

If you’re trapped:

m Call 911.

W Stay in home, away from walls
until fire passes.

B Patrol house for spot fires to
extinguish.

M Wear long sleeves, bandana of
natural fibers.

W Stay hydrated.

I B Maintain exits (but it’s four times

= Wbl i ™" hotter outside).
ke : & MW Fill sinks and tubs.

B Place wet towels under doors.

W After fire passes, check roof and
attic.

. -

This Yarnell ranch owner did everything right by creating defensible space and fire hardening the
house against embers. The owner and his animals rode out the Yarnell Hill Fire, Tragically, the 19
Granite Mountain Hot Shots who died were trying to reach the safety of this well prepared ranch
house when they were trapped in dense chaparral that hadn't burned in 50 years.
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We Install
and service
Fire Alarm

ee and Burglar
\ ALARMS |

Alarm Systems

- B Locally owned and operated
w for over 20 Years

Firewise Clean-up &

Property Maintenance
* Firewise Mitigation & Prevention  * Brush Clearing
* Tree Trimming * Lot Clearing

NFPA REGISTERED | CERTIFIED FIREWISE
@‘ & FIREWISE USA

RESIDENTS REDUCING WIL|

2L ell) 2N

S U I u “” 7 JEREMY FULTZ owner/operaron
Wil /) ————————=

Sl 028-970-0920

firewizesolutionz@gmail.com
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WE ARE AN AUTHORIZED GENERAC DEALER

» lqsﬁ‘;-!- = s s
—— nﬁ: l-ln

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

GENERAC
e RN,

SERVING RIM COUNTRY,
TONTO BASIN & BEYOND

Tom Russell & Associates
SENIOR HEALTH INSURANCE

Thank you, Firefi ghters.

We are grateful for
all that you do!
-Colleen Russell & Ruth Rand

928-474-1233

620 E Hwy 260, Suite D3, (Behind Fargo’s Steakhouse)
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94 E Frank Clr, Payson

Margaret Rambo, Broker

P: 928-978-0260

margaret@ramborealty.com
www.ramborealty.com

Rambo Realty & Investment
PO Box 760, Tonto Basin, AZ
Fax: 928-268-3511

FIREWISE 2021



Thank You Firefighters
for all you do!

Honoring our partners at:

Blue Ridge | Christopher Kohl's | Forest Lakes
Gisela | Hellsgate | Payson | Pine/ Strawberry
Pleasant Valley | Tonto Basin | Water Wheel

2 Banner Health.

Payson Medical Center

www.BannerHealth.com | 928-471-3222
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NTITIG
. (928)978 -755‘9"-"""

paysondumpclean.com

We are your

EXPERT
FIREWISE
PROFESSIONALS

In Payson & Rim Country

Credentials Experience

® | icensed ® Former Hotshots
m Bonded m Tree Trimming

m & Insured m Safety Trained

Preparing your home by clearing dead vegetation and overgrowth

could save your property, your belongings, and ultimately your life.

The Town of Payson has introduced new regulations, that if followed

will help keep your home and family safe in the event of a major wildfire.

Schedule Appointment Now | Call 928-978-7389“
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